
STMA CONFERENCE CALL 

8/05/15 
 

Attendees: 

Mark, New York 

Tim, WSCA-NASPO 

Stacey Jo, Pennsylvania 

Tami, Utah 

Catherine, West Virginia 

Mary Beth, Pennsylvania 

Beth, New York Power Authority 

Josh, Oregon 

 

A volunteer was still needed for the 12/2 call.  Pennsylvania volunteered (thank 

you!!) 

 

Webinar 

 

Tim had a discussion with Jeff Haag with Southwest Airlines while at the GBTA 

conference.  They discussed the possibility of putting together a webinar on the 

benefits of a managed travel program.  Key points on the webinar would include, 

how to set up a program, duty of care, current contracts.  Tim will provide the 

technology for the webinar.  This topic came up due to the fact that the SGTP 

organization and conferences are more than likely not going to exist or take place 

any longer.  Also, there are no other associations that have state government 

associated educational classes. 

 

Stacey Jo inquired on who the audience of the webinar would be.  It was stated 

that it will be travel managers listed on the STMA website as well as procurement 

officers and travel buyers.  She has some power points on the benefits of managed 

travel and is interested in helping out with the project.  Josh, Catherine and Tami 

will also share documents they have and work on the project with Tim. 

 

Josh, Catherine and Stacey Jo will email the documents they have to Tami and 

then she will email them out to those helping on the project. 

 

GBTA Update: 

 



Hotel demand is outpacing the supply.  It is predicted that prices will increase 4-

5%.  They also predicted that air fares and rental car prices will remail flat. 

Judy Silcox is no longer with IHG.  Tom P is no long with Choice Hotels. 

 

Hertz did not have a booth at GBTA this year.  They are going through some major 

organizational changes. 

 

Contract Updates: 

 

Josh gave an update on the current contracts: 

Josh and Tim met withTony regarding amendment #4.  This needs to be finalized 

as soon as possible since it expires this December. 

 

The Hertz contract was extended.  Recently the rep requested a meeting with 

Josh but did not give a reason/topic. 

 

Josh is working on the Enterprise extension which will extend the contract to Oct, 

2017. 

 

The Southwest contract was extended until 2017, with one more one year renewal 

option after that.  Hoping that at the end of this contract the other airlines will 

see the market share movement and bid next time.  Alaska Airlines and JetBlue 

may possible be interested. 

 

Roundtable: 

 

Mark would like to add car sharing on the contracts.  May be a negotiation factor 

that has to be done by each participating state. 

 

Mary Beth state that their new governor is looking for new cost savings.  Looking 

at services fess and their travel agency.  US Communities is being looked at as 

they charge no fees.  It was discussed that they are pretty generic.  They could be 

making their money off of the suppliers. 

 

Josh asked if any states are using virtual pyaments.  If so, is it working.  Mark 

state he would send information he has to the STMA group.  He also mentioned 

that California is working on a program like that so it would be worth reaching out 

to them also. 



 

SO – the very last thing I wrote down in my notes was “Sharing Economy – pros & 

cons” and nothing after that.  I can not remember what this was about, so if 

anyone does please feel free to share.  And PLEASE feel free to share anything 

else I missed. 

 

Next call will be held on Wednesday, October 7 – hosted by West Virginia. 

 

Enjoy the rest of your summer!   

 

 

 
 


